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Update on Moncure Coal Ash
by Judy Hogan
For three years I’ve been the chairperson of
the Chatham Citizens Against Coal Ash Dump.
We now have about seven million tons of coal
ash at the site in Brickhaven on MoncureFlatwoods Road. We have fought the permits
to dump this much ash from Wilmington and
Charlotte areas by truck and train, in court,
but we have yet to stop it, even though Judge
Carl Fox in Superior Court ruled for us. The
N.C. Department of Environmental Quality has
defended the permits given under McCrory in
court. The Court of Appeals said we had to go
back to the first two courts and start all over.
Meantime the state DEQ is trying to pass a
law that would “solve” the coal ash problem
by landfills and “cap in place.” These are both
bad ideas. I wrote to the head of Waste Management, Ms. Lorschieder, to let her know why we
opposed landfills. Here’s the gist.
As we know bitterly here in Moncure, the
creating of landfills to dispose of coal ash is
not a solution. It means spreading the pollution around. The Brickhaven coal ash landfill
was forced upon us, as our Chatham County
Commissioners voted against it, and then
learned they had no power to stop it. They
ended up taking money from Duke — $19 million in exchange for 12 million tons of dirty
coal ash, not only dumped in a so-called mine
reclamation–actually a landfill—as designated
by EPA, but with all the evidence given in the
open hearings already that it was a bad idea:
Landfills always leak; the liners could be torn
during construction, twelve kinds of bacteria
eat them.. We got coal ash poison in the air
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and in the groundwater in the neighborhood of
Brickhaven and along all the transport routes
by truck down Moncure-Pittsboro Rd, Old U.S.
#1, and Corinth Road and Moncure-Flatwoods
Road and by train.
Then we had Hurricane Florence in midSeptember drop many inches of rain on the
Brickhaven’s landfill, and that caused slump
faults (like sink holes), which our Chatham citizen supporter caught in his drone photos, with
coal ash showing through in places. Charah
is apparently shutting down its operation at
Brickhaven at the end of 2018, at about seven
million tons. No explanation, but we wonder
if it’s because they know they’ve messed it up.
And what are they leaving us to deal with for
years into the future?
Landfills don’t work, and they do pollute
the air, the water, and the groundwater. They
are not a solution, so why is the DEQ calling
them a solution? It must be because they would
rather sacrifice a few poor and/or black, Hispanic, Indian lives in order not to offend Duke,
the big polluter. Let Duke store its coal ash on
its own property.
I also don’t understand why the state is
putting in polluting Star facilities to re-burn
the coal ash near the very places where we’ve
already suffered too much pollution. These
plants pollute the air every time they are
turned on or off. The scientists at NC A&T in
Greensboro have discovered a way to make
materials which could be used in building and
without having to reburn the coal ash. Why
not let them set up processing plants?
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They should never have called Brickhaven’s coal ash dump a mine reclamation. Nothing is reclaimed; it’s ruined. Nothing could
be built on top of such a mess. How about a
little honesty in government? When I met staff
at the DEQ building last year, I was hopeful
that they would listen to those of us trying
to take care of our communities. But apparently that was just talk and meant nothing.
We thought, if we had Cooper for governor
and got rid of McCrory, that the DEQ would
actually look after environmental quality.
No such luck. They have disillusioned us, as
they press toward the very worst solutions to
a problem that only gets worse with time. It’s
time DEQ took a close look at Brickhaven, and
instead of defending McCrory’s bad decisions
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in court, began investigating the groundwater contamination there since the beginning.
The monitoring wells should have been closer
together with intersecting zones of capture.
Before they do more landfills, they’d best learn
exactly what happens to the ones they have,
e.g., also the new one in Wilmington, which
Hurricane Florence ruined very quickly. Due
to climate change, we expect more and more
big hurricanes, and N.C. is in a vulnerable
geographic location.
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