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ASHEBORO
TIE YARDS, INC.

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Shredded Hardwood Mulch • Pine Bark 

Pine Straw • Top Soil • White Pea Gravel 
Brick Nuggets • Railroad Ties • Sand

NOW STOCKING LEAF COMPOST

WE DELIVER!
205 Hanner Town Rd. • BEAR CREEK

(2 miles south of Bonlee on Old 421)

(919) 837-2822

“Cross Tie Dealers Since 1948”
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She’s loved your 
parents every year 
of your marriage

Full service jeweler since 1985 • Four jewelers on site for custom and repairs
Graduate gemologist for appraisals • Buy and sell estate jewelry

79 South Elliott Road, Chapel Hill • 919-929-2580 • grimballjewelers.com

This Anniversary, thank her for not
saving all of her love just for you.

Are You Drinking Too Much?
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill is seeking volunteers 
for a study to evaluate the benefits of a medication for the treatment 
of heavy alcohol drinking. The study will involve a free evaluation 
interview and, if you qualify, free counseling sessions. 

If you are between 25 and 60 years old and are interested in 
participating, please call Linda at (919) 966-5770 
or e-mail her at LKJUHL@med.unc.edu

A place for us all
By Rebekah L. Cowell

Standing at the head-water of the
B. Everett Jordan Dam I am inexplica-
bly content; a calm breeze ruffles the
dark surface of the lake and green
pines and firs scallop the waters edge
casting deep shadows across the clay
encrusted banks. From my vantage
point at the top of the Dam - this bird-
eyes view - I find myself reflecting on
the adventures of Lewis and Clark.
What must it have been like to con-
stantly see sights such as this - nature

unsullied and pristine - in their explo-
rations of the western frontier as they
traversed East to West? Fortunately for
us the Lake project was deemed neces-
sary by Congress after a water needs
resource study had been conducted by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for
the Triangle area. Construction began
in 1967 under the name of New Hope
Lake. In 1973 the project was renamed
to B. Everett Jordan in honor of the
former senator from North Carolina.
The Lake did not finish completion
until 1982 when it was determined
“full”. In roughly thirty odd years this
man-made Lake has become a wildlife
conservation area, vital water source
for the Triangle and invaluable recre-
ation spot.

If you’ve never been, the B. Everett
Jordan Dam is an unforgettable spot
to go and hike, fish, kayak, bird-watch,
play or sit and think. Situated on

Moncure/Pittsboro Rd. which is just
off of 15-501 South – the Park is beau-
tifully maintained by the the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and NC
State Parks. At around 14,000 square
acres, the B. Everett Jordan Dam park
is considered to be the largest green-
space in the Triangle!

The Park’s visitor center is open
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

The Dam is roughly 4 miles above
the mouth of the Haw River and 202
miles above the mouth of the Cape

Fear River; from the
mouth of the Dam,
where water spills out of
the Lake and tumbles
down a stream-bed, you
can witness the journey
of Lake to River in all its
mutable translucency.
My favorite place to
watch hawks and herons
as they fly and fish.

Nestled in the valley
below the Lake and past

the dam there is a five-star play-
ground that is carefully kept-up.
Renovated and recently mulched this
playground boasts slides, swings, and
jungle gyms in age appropriate sec-
tions. It has become a favorite spot
for me and my toddler.

As Spring skips into Summer,
enjoy basking in the warming sun,
hunting for blossoming things and
discover one of Chatham County’s
many resplendent wonders.

Rebekah Cowell is a graduate of UNC.
She is Assistant Fiction Editor of The
Dead Mule School of Southern
Literature. Her most recent works have
been published in The Dead Mule
School of Southern Literature, Mud
Luscious, Prick of the Spindle, The
Blotter Magazine, The 2nd Hand, The
Independent Weekly, The Carrboro
Citizen and The Maine Switch.

HRA’s advocacy work for clean
water is well known, and the organi-
zation has been on the forefront of
many battles to stop poorly planned
developments, to enforce and
improve rules to stop the despoiling
of streams by muddy water, and the
lengthy effort to get new regulations
passed to reduce pollution in Jordan
Lake from upstream wastewater and
stormwater sources.

Some of the state’s most ambitious
volunteer projects have their home at
HRA. The Haw River Learning
Celebration is an annual three-week
program in the fall that brings volun-
teers and fourth-grade schoolchildren
out to the river to learn about this
special ecosystem. Over 33,000 stu-
dents have taken part since 1990.

The Haw River Watch Project
trains and equips volunteers to moni-
tor water quality using simple but
effective methods on creeks and the
river. Begun in 1995 this project has
grown to 50 teams, and their data
helps track pollution and find solu-
tions to cleaning it up.

The annual Haw River Clean-up

has taken place each March for 18
years. Thousands of volunteers have
removed tons of trash from river-
banks and around Jordan Lake. The
most recent clean-up on March 15
was one of the biggest ever. Sixteen
teams on foot and canoes hauled out
586 bags of trash and 179 tires from
60 miles of river, and around the
shoreline at Jordan Lake.

Funding for HRA projects comes
from many sources: membership dues,
public and private grants, individual
contributions, fundraising events, and
sales of t-shirts and maps. A river
organization’s goal is always to bring
in more members and volunteers from
the people who live in the watershed
and share the vision to protect the
river and lake. The HRA can only
imagine what it could accomplish if
the million people who lived in the
Haw’s watershed all pitched in. 

To find out more about the Haw
River Assembly, visit their website at
www.hawriver.org. or call 542.5790.
Join them at their annual Haw River
Festival on the river in Bynum on
Saturday May 10, from 1 – 6 p.m.

Elaine Chiosso is executive director of
the Haw River Assembly.
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The parade of puppets made by Paperhand Puppet Intervention at the Haw River
Festival. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HAW RIVER ASSEMBLY

B. Everett Jordan Dam


