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Bynum Front Porch ready to rock

By Amy Barefoot

They say “once you get that
Bynum mud between your toes, you'll
always come back” and that is exactly
what the town of Bynum is banking
on for its upcoming Bynum Front
Porch Music Series. The series takes
place at the Bynum General Store
and runs every Friday night starting
May 2 through August 29, from 7 to
9 p.m. It is open to the public and
features a variety of bands spanning
multiple musical genres including
gospel, folk, blues, rockabilly and
bluegrass. The season opener is Kelley
and The Cowboys, a four-piece band
from Mount Airy that blends early
country, rockabilly, western swing and
the blues.

The Bynum Music Series began in
2001 as an effort among Bynum
neighbors to create an event that
would bring people to Bynum that
could help sustain the Bynum
General Store and Post Office, one of
the only remaining historical business
landmarks and social centers in the
community. Unable to make a profit,
the General Store’s operator eventu-
ally closed the business in 2006.

To keep the community gathering
place alive, Bynum neighbors banded
together and created a non-profit
organization called Bynum Front
Porch. The organization’s mission is
to preserve the history, identity and
supportive atmosphere of Bynum by
providing the opportunity for people
to gather in a central location that
values wholesome family communities
and caring interactions.

One of the programs of the Bynum
Front Porch organization is the Friday
Night Music Series, which is also
made possible by the Chatham Arts
Council. Folks from all over the
Triangle bring chairs and sit under an
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open sky to enjoy fine music, food
from local vendors and each other’s
company on summer evenings.
Tickets to the events are not needed
but a hat is passed to compensate the
performers. Inside the Bynum
General Store local artists also display
their work and children can partici-
pate in arts and crafts and storytelling.
Another program presented by the
Bynum Front Porch organization is
the Bynum Front Porch Pickin’ which
takes place the fourth Saturday of
every month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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The Bynum Front Porch Music Series, to
be held Friday nights throughout the
summer, kicks off May 2 at Bynum
General Store.
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The pickin’ is a bluegrass jam session
open to musicians and singers of all
skill levels and ages. This program is
also free and open to the public.

Bynum has a rich history that con-
tinues to be vibrant. The efforts of
Bynum residents have insured the
cultural preservation of this rich his-
tory and have built a community that
still upholds the same values that
established the town in the 1800’s.
For more information on the Bynum
Front Porch Music Series schedule,
visit www.bynumfrontporch.org.

Amy Barefoot is a member of the
Bynum Front Porch Publicity
Committee.
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