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Well hush my mouth. A few
months ago | complained about how
irrelevant and backwater the North
Carolina presidential primary had
become. While it still may be irrele-
vant, the waters are turgid.

Ads are all over the TV, and robo-
callers are on overdrive, inundating
hapless voters with every kind of
annoying phone call, from opinion
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Primary diversions

polls to the recorded voice of the
exalted office-seeker him- or herself.
Once | vowed to
never vote for a
candidate who
would hijack my
telephone. At this point there would-
n’'t be anyone | could vote for.

The contest between Barak Obama
and Hillary Clinton will play
strongly here until the May 6 pri-
mary, then it will move on to the
last few primary skirmishes until
the final denouement, presumably
at the Democratic National
Convention in Denver. Obama has
picked up the endorsements of
many influential democrats and
appears to be leading by double
digits in North Carolina.

Entering the fray are the
Republicans, attacking Obama and
the two Democratic Gubernatorial
candidates, Lt. Gov. Beverly
Perdue and Treasurer Richard
Moore, by associating them with
Obama’s controversial pastor, the
Rev. Jeremiah Wright.

Tying Moore and Perdue to
Wkight is quite a stretch. It is fair to link
Obama with Wright’s words, which
have horrified white America. But we
should at least hear his words and not
take the Republican spin on them.

The world-view that Wright has
expressed is one he shares with more
than 1 million Chicago African-
Americans, probably tens of millions
more elsewhere. This view holds that
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blacks have been enslaved and
exploited and continue get the short
end of the stick, and that it is with
good reason they fear and mistrust
the U.S. government and American
society at large.

Sadly, those who see the world this
way have the historical record on
their side. But embracing these beliefs

perpetuates them and they become
self-fulfilling.

They color and ultimately distort
reality. When Harold Washington,
Chicago’s first black mayor, won
reelection, he started to gorge on fast
food. He worked constantly, never
took a vacation, and had aides bring
him Big Macs by the dozen. Already
heavy, he ballooned by 65 pounds in a
matter of months. He suffered a heart
attack and was rushed to nearby
Northwestern University Medical
Center where he died. This is what
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was reported in the mainstream press.

But that is not what most black peo-
ple in Chicago believed. They believed
he went in for a regular checkup and
was murdered by white doctors.

I speak from the experience of
spending a large chunk of my early
adulthood on Chicago’s South Side,
living and working in Hyde Park, now

Obama’s home base. If Obama
were not intimately familiar with
this world-view, he would be
completely out of touch with his
constituency and his community.
And that brings up the big
irony of this election, and it
touches all three presidential
candidates, each of whom would
be a first. Obama, who would be
the first black president, faces
criticism because of how closely
in touch he is with the thinking
of black America. Clinton, who
would be the first woman presi-
dent, is suspect because of her
role as wife of the flamboyant
philandering former president.
The Republican, John McCain,
who would be the oldest presi-
dent to first take office, occasionally
shows signs of age-related forgetful-
ness, possible early signs of dementia.
A supporter of the Iraq war from the
outset and frequent visitor to Irag, he
still confuses Shiite and Sunni; he just
can’t seem to keep them straight.

North Carolina’s Primary has
turned out to be quite a show. Tar
Heels have a chance to be heard, and
to get some licks in too.

Julian Sereno is editor and publisher of
Chatham County Line.
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