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100 Clynelish Close
Pittsboro
(South of Fearrington Village within
the Galloway Ridge Community)

I never knew exercise could be this much
Our 20,000 s/f 
fitness center offers:
• State-of-the-art exercise equipment

• Over 65 group exercise classes/week including: Water Aerobics 

Spinning • Feldenkrais • Yoga • Tai Chi • Pilates

• Comprehensive fitness evaluation

• Personalized exercise orientation

• Nationally certified personal trainers 

and exercise physiologists

• Physical & aquatic therapy

• Massage therapy

• Nutrition & weight loss services

• Wellness lectures & programs

• Locker rooms with towel

service and other amenities

• Indoor heated pool & hot tub

• Indoor cushioned track

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC — JOIN TODAY!
www.dukefitnessfearrington.com • 919-545-2133 

Spring 
into Fitness!

Come for 
a tour

fun!

Whose river is it anyway?
By Mary Bastin

At the request of The Friends of the
Rocky River, the Division of Water
Quality of the North Carolina
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, held a
public hearing to address con-
cerns to be considered in the NPDES
repermiting of Siler City’s waste water
treatment plant. This meeting was held at
the Town Hall on Thursday, April 17 at 7
p.m. The hearing was taped by the staff
of DWQ. The department may place
conditions on the permit; the decision to
be made by the Director of the Division
of Water Quality within 90 days.

Over a dozen speakers were heard. Of
the experts organized by The Friends of
the Rocky River to make presentations,
Dr. John Fountain, a river water quality
specialist and head of the Department of
Environmental Sciences at North
Carolina State University urged DWQ to
increase monitoring on the river. Dr.
Fountain acknowledged that data does
not exist that would identify the source of
the contaminants in the river. There are
point sources and non-point sources that
affect the water quality of the river. The
point source in the discussion was the
waste water treatment plant. The non-
point sources are agricultural practices
along the riverbank, changes caused by
industry (which is also regulated by the
state of North Carolina) and develop-
ment along the river. Dr. Fountain
stressed the need for more monitoring
along the river. He did not suggest whose
responsibility it would be to pay for it.

The members of The Friends of the
Rocky River spoke to their observations
of the changes in the river over the years.
Their concerns included fewer fish, mus-

sels and wild life, increased algae
and unpleasant odors.

There was no disagreement
over the fact that the water qual-

ity of the Rocky River and many rivers in
North Carolina have declined to a point
they can never be restored. Urging the
Division of Water Quality to provide
leadership in the changes that need to be
made to remedy this situation is a step in
the right direction. However, the call for
leadership does not stop there. 

The mantra of the landholders along
the river is “Siler City has no right to
pollute my river.”

These are the facts that were NOT
mentioned by members of The Friends
of the Rocky River. The nearly 8,000
people who live in Siler City can also
claim the Rocky River as theirs. They
have a right to have a reservoir and a
water treatment plant. They have a right
to have the parents of hundreds of chil-
dren employed by the chicken plants or
any other industry that puts food on the
table and clothes on their backs. These
people are the responsibility of the Town
Council of Siler City.

The call for leadership would include
the Town Staff and Town Council of Siler
City. Siler City has the most to gain from
actively participating and investing in the
best water facilities and practices it can
possibly afford. The drought we experi-
enced in 2007 would put clean water at
the top of the list of needs of the town.

Don Tarkington, who lives in Siler
City and was town manager from 1971-
77, spoke to the central point. “Not all
of the problems with regard to the water
quality of the river are the responsibility
of the town of Siler City.” He cited that
the same problems occur above the
plant. He urged that the permit for the
wastewater treatment plant be renewed
with no further delay.

So whose river is this after all? Who
does have responsibility for it in the long
run? The call for leadership includes
FORR as well. Several members of The
Friends of the Rocky River mentioned
they own 600 feet along their river and
how they can see what’s there. Sonny
Keisler and Kathleen Hundley, the lead-
ership of The Friends of the Rocky
River, each own many acres on the river.
They wouldn’t be able to see from one
end of their river frontage to the other.

If they or anyone in their group has a
concern for the wider community needs
for the river during extreme drought or
industry closings and loss of employment
it was barely mentioned. You would
have to conclude that Keisler’s and
Hundley’s vision, whatever it is, stops
where their property meets the water. As
Ed Spence of Siler City said in his pres-
entation, “What we need here is some
good common sense.” 

Mary Bastin is Director of Marketing for
Chatham County Line. After serving two
years on the board of the Rocky River
Heritage Foundation, she resigned citing
a conflict of interest. She can be contact-
ed at bastinm@aol.com.

OPINION

TO THE EDITOR:
In response to Mayor Randy

Voller’s editorial published in the
March Chatham County Line
regarding the water quality and
housing needed for what he
terms lower/middle income work-
ers.

Mr. Voller identified lower and
middle-income workers as “teach-
ers, police, store clerks, nurses
and administrative staff.” I would
suggest to Mr. Voller, that he look
closely at Potterstone, Powell
Place and his own development of
Chatham Forest. Many who pur-
chased these homes are nurses,
teachers and law enforcement
professionals. Who knew that we
were considered low income? 

Mr. Voller, please define what
is a low-wage earner? Because if it
is nurses, policemen, and teach-
ers, there are plenty of houses
still available in Potterstone,
Powell Place and Chatham Forest.

While I do not pretend to
know the answer for the water
quality issue that needs to be
solved quickly, I do know that it
is the nurses, policemen and
teachers paying taxes in
Pittsboro, that will be paying for
it. 

Kathleen Meredith RN, MHA
499 Chatham Forest Dr.,

Pittsboro

letter to the editor


