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Commissioner and the first
Republican elected commissioner
since Reconstruction.

“The western bloc of the county is
definitely right of center. The vast
majority of the eastern part of the
county is left of center.”

The eastern part of the county is
now more affluent and more popu-
lous than the west.

“This part of the county has blue
color workers, farmers, hunters,” said
Grimes of the west. “Southwest of
Siler City is the most conservative.
Siler City still has primarily the
remaining blue color factory workers.
Even though the jobs have left,
retirees still live here.”

The disparity of income presents
problems to the Siler City commis-
sioners. “We try to find government
grants,” said Grimes. “The great
income disparity between the west
and east makes the county average
income too high. It puts us out of
reach of government grants.”

\oller finds it ironic that conserva-
tives who espouse small government
have their hands out for government
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largesse. He speaks of the $10 million
invested in the new Siler City
Business Park, and the water lines
run out west.

“If you look at it, other than the seat
of government, there is little govern-
ment investment in Pittsboro” he said.
“There’s not much in Goldston either.”

The current Chatham County
Board of Commissioners shares the
beliefs of those of the northeastern
part of the county, who elected them.
And that infuriates those in the west.

“People are just as bitter, just as
angry as I’ve ever seen because they
think the newcomers have taken over
county government,” said Thompson,
who is serving his second stint as
commissioner, his first tenure running
from 1978 to 1990. “Rather than get-
ting better, it is getting worse.”

The Major Corridor Ordinance is
a flash point. At a meeting in
Chatham Central High School, the
anger overflowed, according to
Thompson. People in west oppose
zoning of any sort as an infringement
on their property rights.

It wasn't too long ago, though, that
the ideology of the west dominated
the Chatham County Board of
Commissioners, with a Commission
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majority of Bunkey Morgan, Carl
Outz and Tommy Emerson.

That board voted against tax
increases and voted in favor of every
development that came before it.
More than 12,000 building permits
were issued—mostly for developments
in the eastern part of the county. And
that infuriated residents in the east.

Grimes believes the only way to
stanch the bitterness is enact voting
for commissioner by district.

“We need to revert back to when
districts elected their own representa-
tives,” he said. “You are going to get
someone close to your own beliefs.”

Thompson calls for unity. “If we're
going to move together and develop,
we’re going to have to develop as a
county,” he said. “I want to pull the
two sides together. | can’'t do it alone
but I can get it started. e do have a
human relations commission. I’'m
going to propose a work group just to
bring people together.”

\oller echoes that sentiment. “The
municipalities, the county and the
region should be working together,”
he said. “My long-term goal is unity.”

Julian Sereno is editor and publisher
of Chatham County Line.
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The General Store Café will be alive with the sound of
music in June: June 5, Jazz with Bernie Petteway.
June 6, Alex Caton, Pat Egan & Sabra Guzman
June 7, Brenda Linton & Friends. June 9, Burrito
Bash for Chatham Arts & Chatham Art Guild. June 12,
Jazz with Club Boheme. June 13, Carolina
Lightning with Tommy Edwards. June 14,
Saladus Company. June 19, Jazz with Tony Galiani
Band. June 20, Edsel 500. June 21, Johnny Magoo
& the Good Life. June 26, Jazz with Bo Lankenau
& Friends. June 27, Verbunk. June 28, Fescue 911.

Mclntyre’s Fine Books in Fearrington Village is host-
ing a number of authors. June 5 at 7 p.m., Sarah
Addison Allen will read from The Sugar Queen.
Lauch Magruder comes on June 6 at 2 p.m. He is the
author of Without Regard. Local poet Alex Grant reads
from The White Book, along with Roy Jacobstein who
will read from Fuchsia In Cambodia: Poems June 7 at 11
a.m. Andre Dubus, author of bestseller House of Sand
and Fog, comes on June 13 at 2 p.m. Fearrington author
Gary Carlson will read and share photos from New
England Short Lines In Color June 20 at 2 p.m. June 27 at
2 p.m. Kerriann Flanagan Brosky, an author, pho-
tographer and historian from Long Island, will discuss and
sign her latest endeavor, a cookbook project entitled
Delectable Italian Dishes for Family and Friends. On June
28 at 11 a.m., Dawn Shamp comes to read from her
debut novel On Account of Conspicuous Women.
Elisabeth Payne Rosen will read from her debut
novel, Hallam’s Wa, Sunday, June 29 at 3 p.m.
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